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Therefore thus will I do unto . thee, 0 Iſrael, and be- 
cauſe I will do this unto thee,» prepare tomeet thy God, 
0 lſrael. 2143 


| H E Occafion and Deſign of the - appointment 
--of this days Faſt having been at large declared 


in the Royal Edit ſet forth: for that -purpoſe, 

and after ſo many monthly returns of it, are, 
I ſuppoſe, fo well known that it will not be: neceſlary for 
me to ſpend much time: in opening: them to you, 


Only thys much give me leave to obſerve by. way, of 
Preface, that we ace at this time neceſſarily engaged in 
a very great Undertaking, upon the ſucceſs,of which de- 
pends the fafery aod eſtabliſhment of all that can be dear 
to us as, Men, Ergliſhmen, or Proteſtants, the ſecurity of 
'our Lives and Liberties, of our Civil Rights. and Pro- 
perties, and, which I hope. we hold dearer than all, our 
Reformed Church and Religjon. 
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_The Enemies who from Abroad {and O that they were 
all, that. we- had none at -Heme—joymng with them in 


carrying on the ſame Black Deſign) the Enemies, I fay, 


that are contriving and labguring the ruin of all theſe ; - 


are furniſhed with all thoſe Qualities and Proviſions that 
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who breaths nothing but Blood, Fire, and Devaſtation; 


whoſe only glory is to make Orphans and Widows, to 
lay Countries Waſte, and Cities in Aſhes, and tinge their 


Rivers with innocent Gore ;' whoſe barbarity to thoſe of. 


the Reformed- Religion, who hgld the Faith, as At. .1S14f 
Jeſus, and. was by him"defivete 6 the'Szinrs, is bb un- 


preGdented,'.thar whe Perſecuting, whether Hearhen or 


Arrian, Emperours were comparatively Nurſtag Fathers 


of rhe Chriſtian and Orthodox Church 3 whoſe regard 
to the Sacred Ties of Promiſe or Oath are ſo. ſmall, that 
he ſeldow'pives-eithef withany orher defign than to make 
advantage by breakmpgrhern : ih a word, whale Injuſttice, 
Tyranny,” Crueky and Perfitonſnes have juffly rendered 
him the common Nulance, as well as Peft of Mankind. 
The whole Body of them are fuch as are obliged by all the 
ties that a/prevefided Iafallifle Church, or cuannmeg Priefts, 
can lay upon their credulous Profelites, that are muffled 
up Mm anImphert Faith, and bltnd Obedience to their Spi 
ritual Guides, by all methods, how Barbarous, and Un- 
chriſtian ſoever (the end will Sanftihe the Mey to 
Exrirpate us Hereticks, as they are pleaſed to call us; 
2 piece of whoſe Religion'it is to ruin ms, and whothink 
that by Mardering us they do God, as well” as their 
Church, good Service. A War, with ſuch Enemies, has 
given occaſion to this days Falt, | 
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The. deſign of which, is not:that -we ſhoutdi:;only:im- 
ole. upon our ſelves the. ealie-Perinahce:of a few hours 
Abſtinence-from the refreſhments of :our Tables 3 ſpend 
two ar three. 1n our atrendance upon the Publick- Solem- 
nities, or a day.in fruitleſs Lamentations and Complaititsz 
but that we ſhould ſerioutly, and in good. earneſt, ſet. as 
bout. a. ſtrict and impartial examination of _ ourſelves; 
ſearch out.by. What ſins we have been affronting and pro 
yoking our God, and conſequently ſerving-our Enemies; 
-and contributing to our own Ruin, : That we ſhould Penix 
teatly acknowledg, humble our ſelves for; and+refolve 
againſt them for the future; .that we ſhayld put-on Holy: 
Purpoſes, enter into ſtrict Qbligations. of new.Qbedience 
to our God,: of. purſuing thoſe. Means;wheteby we may! 
engage Heaven to come into an Alliance with us, that 
we ſhould' endeavour to Know and Pradcite: tir: this our 


| Day. the things that belong unto. our Peace; before they 


be hid: from-our Eyes: in ſhort, 'that we'ſhbu}d"exercife 
an: unfeigned. and Univerſal Repentanee;'atitengage ini 
F-—00 ” Vi O17 


| thorough and general Reformation-:' 


For the furthering of which great” and pious Defign: 
The words which. I have now Read, ; will, give :accaſfton 
to ſome Meditations, that may prove, I. hope, not. alto- 

:ther unſerviceable! * 7herefore thus will i, ute thee. O 
frael, ard becauſe T' will, &c; SIASTTras ger 


The firſt word the illative Particle, Therefore, ſhews 
us that the Verſe is a Conclufionr grounded upon ſome- 
thing. that went before, andifor; aut-more "clear: and 'pro- 
fitable Underſtanding. of ir-ſends:us back» $0-theiConz 
text. | Ognidngh Jo 5m En aff 
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-From<the:6th. Verſe: we find God, by the Prophet, 
enumerating feveral Judgments that he had exerciſed: 


them with,” and yet complaining that for all that they 
had not returned unto him, fach as Famine, Verſes 6, 
7, 8,9. I have given you cleaneſs of teeth in all cities, and 
want of bread in all your palaces, &c. Such as Peſtilence 
and Sword, Verſe 10. Þ have ſent among you the peſt;» 
lence after the manner of Egypt, yonr young ten have I ſlain 
with the ſword, and made the ſtink, of your camp to come 
ap. into. your. noſtrils, 8c. Fire and devaſtation, Verſe 11. 
7 have overthrown ſome of you as God overthrew Sodom 
aid 'Gomorrah, &c. but ſtill the burden of all is, Te? have 


Je. not-returned unto me, and- then follows in the words of 


the 'Text, Therefore. this will IT do #nto thee, &c. 


Therefore, (5. e:) Becauſe ye have defeated the De-: 


figns and Ends of my Judgments, have refiſted the power- 


ful Efforts.of thoſe Diſpenſations which were intended 
for, your Admendment, and to have'bronght you Home: 


unto.my Self, becauſe: ye have not. been Reformed by 
them, but continue incorrigible under them : Therefore, 
Thus will 1'do unto thee... 


Thereis ſome little difference amang Commentators con- 
cerning the Meabing of this Phraſe; ſome think that God re- 
fers to thoſe Ju yu which he had before ſpoken of; asif: 


the meaning of 1 will do thas unto thee, was, I will again in- 


flict the ſame Judgments upon you, the Famine, Peltilence,. 


Eire and Sword, which you have already fmarted under. 
But I. rather conceive with others, that here is a Fi- 


gure in the. wards, commonly known to Rhetoriciants by 


the name of Apoſcopeſis, by which a perſon that is in an- 
ger or-threatens ſpeaks ſhort, and ſuppreſſes part of the 
Santence, as if his. Paſſion would not give him leave to 
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ſpeak. out all that he meant :'Thus. Neptune in Virgal, 


when he was wroth with and chid\che Winds; cryesonly, 


Luo0s Eg0o—— whom I—. meaning, whom T will beſure 
ſeverely to chaſtiſe : So in Sacred Writ we read often 
this Expreſſion, God do fo unto me, (5. e:) let! him in- 
Hi& the ſevereſt of his Curſes upon me: Andit is nonew 
thing for God in Scripture | to ſpeak after the manner 
of Men, and for the Holy Spirit, although they are moſt 
abhorrent from his Nature, yet in condeſcention to our 
Capacities, to attribute Paſſions, as well as Parts to him; 


and therefare I apprehend there is that Figure here, 7 


will do thus unto thee, 7. e. I will:inflict Judgnients wpon 
thee which I have conceived in my: angry; mind;/ but are 
too big to-be warded. And becauſe I will do thus unto thee, 
becauſe thou haſt provoked me to come out in Judg 

ment and great fury againſt thee, Prepere to' meet th 

God, O Iſrael. This Clauſe is likewiſe capable of a double 
Conſtrugion, and may either be taken for a'biring Sar- 
caſm, as if the great God ſpoke tocthem in derifion,' as 
he threatens his wretched obſtinate Enemies in the firſt 
of the Proverbs, that he will laugh at their Calamity, 
and mock when their Fear comes, as if he did deridingly 
Challenge them to ; come--forth and "Combat - with hi, 
bid: them Azm themſelves with” all' the defenfatives they 
could provide, and try if! they could 'make their parts 
good with him. - | 5 0 TAG 


Or elfe it may be Underſtood in another Senſe, 'as a 
Kind and Compaſſionate Exhortation to them to come and 
meet. him ina way of Penitence and*Supplrcation, that'fo 
they might _— his Ap er,, and reyerſe the terrible 
Decree that Was gone forttiapain{trhem': as if, according - 
to the Parable, he bid them fit down and conſider whe- 
ther they were able with ten thouſand to meet him that 
came.againftrhem with treaty tbcklar Whether poor 
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Dui and -Aſhes'were able''to cope with Omniipotence, 
.gie-Children: of Tat! with-'the' Ancient of Days ; and 
if not while he was yet a/great way off, before he came 
nigh to them in Judgment and Fury, to fend an Embaſſie 
and. defire conditons of Peace; ro fend thoſe prevalent 
Ambaſladors, penitentialiTears and Prayers, which never 
Fail of (ſucceſs at the Court of Heaven, and+ſo the Septy- 
agint Tranflates the Phraſe, prepare to call upon the Lord 
thy. God, and. agrecably St. Xierome and others under-: 
ſtand it, And to me the ſoftneſs of the Expreſſton ſeems 
to favour. this' Interpretation, wherein he fhles himſelf 
Their God, 'prepare toimeet Thy God, intimiting to them, 
that however they by their heinous Provocations had juſt- 
ty forfeited it 3 yet he was unwilling that that Covenant- 
| Relation between them, whereby he was to be their 
God; and they. his People, ſhould be diſſolved. They 
wereiindeed a {infu}-People, but yet he was ſtill-ready to 
ownchimſelf Their God, thereby encouraging them to make 
their: Applications to him. _ 


_ - The Meaning then of the whole: Verſe may be this, 

cauſe thou haſt been-proof againſt' thoſe Judgments 
which I have in Mercy inflited.upon thee for thy Refor: 
mation, I am now reſolved: to -pour out thoſe upon thee 
which ſhall be for thy utter Ruin and Exciſton, unleſs thou 
makeſt uſe of that one opportunity which 1s yet left, 
which thy Long-Suffering God now tenders to thee; 
(and Q, that thou wouldeſt embrace it!) of Returning and 
Reconciling thy {elf to me by true-atid- ſincere Repen- 
tance., Therefore, Thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael, &«. 


In the words thus explained we have three things Ob- 
ſervable.. | | 


x. A dreadful. Judgment denounced againſt 7ſrael, 
| 2, The 


Th << will 7 do unto thee. 
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2.” The provoking cauſe thereof implyedin'the word 
Therefore (visz.) their incorrigibleneſs under former Judg> 
ments, becauſe I have puniſhed you, and yet ye have 
not returned; Therefore, i 3303: 


+ Laſtly, here is a gracious way pointed out for their 
Eſcape, Prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael. 


| I ſhall Treat of the firſt-and fecond together, and from 
the Judgmentdenounced, i with the provoking cauſe there- 
of, obſerve to.you this:Pofiti6n, 


That when God's' Judgments, upon a People or Nati- 
on, fail of their deſigned ends, which are to lead them 
to Repentagce, - when'they are not>Reformed, or made 


Retter,, but rather 'the Worſe by-them ,»the State of 


that People, is deſperate, they are riigh unto Exciſion. 


- Which Propoſition ,- when I ſhall have':briefly*con- 
firmed, I will by 'way of Application enquire whether 
God has not uſed theſe Methods 'to reclaim us of this 
Nation, and what Effects his Judgments have 'had-upon 
us: ard if it-ſhall ;appear 'that notwithſtanding 'he- has 


[Exercifſed:us with thoſe Diſpenſations,”yet-we have not 


returned ;unto him,, but. gone-'on incorrigibly in” our 


fins. I ſuppoſe I may with good Reaſon in the laſt place 


endeavour. to perſuade you to prepare to meet your 
God by a ſpeedy and. thorough Repentance, that' ſo 
we- may: avert thoſe ſeverer Retributions "that hang 
over our:Heads, and eſcape that 'rvin, + which other- 
wiſe we muſt expe& to be unavoidably involved in, 
which 'is the - great Buſineſs. and Defign of the Day. 
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-1.' T am to'ſhew that when God's Judgments, npan x 
People or Nation, fail of their deſigned cnde, which are 
to lead them to Repentance, when they. are nat Re- 
formed, or made Better, but rathes.the' Worſe: by them, 
the State of that People is deſperate, they are nigh unto 
Exciſion. | | 


Now that-God's defign in inflicting Judgments upon a 


People is to bring them to Repentance, which-is implyed 
in the Propoſition, is yery evident fromScripture, 1/a. i. 
Aﬀer God had complained of: his-Peoplei frael, that tho 
he had nouriſhed and brought them up, uſed all Methods 
to inſtitute and keep them in his Ways and Service, yet 
they were a. rebellious and finful Nation, a People laden 
with iniquity: he adds, Why ſhould ge be ſtricken, ye will 
revolt more i\and mores As if he {hould* have ſaid, 'to 
what end ſhould I.beſtow my CorreRions and Chaſtiſe- 
ments upon you? I find they do but make you revolt 
more, 'and 'go the further backward'from'me 5 and the 

are but thrown away upon you if they have'ina better 
Efte&s; my ends in'them:are to reduce you when you are 
going aſtray, to; prevent! your. futureiDeviations from 
me, and jf; they iohfain: not ;theſe) Purpoles,! ro what 'end 
ſhould I Exerciſe,:you. with them? 'If ' ye -only' revolt 
more, why; ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? "Tis not the 
defign,of my Qiriking to.drive you fartherfrom;me, but to 
bring you nearer to me. Nay, In Fer. iti. God makes 
thoſe Puniſhments, which. he:had' inflicted upon Jl, 
.an aggravatian -of /Judabs1Crime, that ſhe did not-rettien 
unto. him, Though ./ put away, ſays he, backdiding 1frael 
for: her aduiteries, awd gave ber a bull of divorce, yet ber 
treacherous ſiſter Judah feared mot, but played the harlot 
alſo, and returned not unto me, Verſe 8. But now why 
ſhould God make thoſe Judgments, which he had laid 


upon 
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upon Iſrael, an Aggravation of Judah's Crime in not Re- 


penting, and a ground of his feverer Anger'apainſt her, 
if the deſign and'tendency of his Judgments had not'been 
to' Reform not” only 'thoſe ' that (mart. uhder” them; but 
even all thofe alſo to whom any notice of them ſhould 
come? And to name no' more places, the Apoſtle puts 
the thing out of all doubt, * Heb. xii. ro. The Foes of 
onv | fleſp thaſten #s for their own pleaſure, to grarifie it inay 
be'an angry Paftion; bur he the Father of Spirits,'God 
chaſtens us for our profit, that we may be partakers of his 


- holineſs. This is the end of his Chaſtiſements and Puniſh- 


ments to. work Goodneſs and Vertue in us, to-make us 
partakers of 'Holinels. kts 09/2307 grew 
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And ris evident that Paniſhments have' a-natural'ren- 
dency'to theſe ends. Nothing-more apt to make 'us out 
of love with our ſins than the ſmarting a little: for them ; 
the taſting of the bitterneſs: that is hid under theſe gilded 
Pills, if any thing, will make us diſreliſh' and | nauſeate 
them 3 when we feeF nothing but the'pleafuxe of the, fir 
we are enamoured with it,. and greedily purſue it -but 
when we are ſenfible of the ſmart and miſery that ar. 
tend it, then we begin to abate of our love and: value 
for it. A long Series of Impunity and Profperity is apt to- 
make a People wax Fat and-forger God; but in- their 
Afﬀicions they will ſeck: him early: or diligently; -as: the - 
Prophet ſpeaks. When: therefore he fees a Nation re-- 
volcing from him, committing Whoredoms againſt him, 
proſtituting themſelves to their Luſts; forſaking him and 
cleaving to their Vices, then he lays bis Rod' upon them 
to convince them how bitter and grievous a-thing it: isto 
depart from the lving God ; then he throws in-a-daſh 
of Gall of Wormwood to embitter thoſe ſatifactions and 
delights to them,.. which they are-f@ in love with. - 
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- Which ,as-it is a very ,great demonſtration of .the. || 
goodnels of our Heavenly: Father., when. the very 6," Þ 
verelt of; his Diſpetiſatians to, the. Sons of Men are; ins, 
ſtances of his Mercy to them, his very Judgments tokens, '} 
of his Paternal Love, and thedeſigned ends of his Puniſh, ! 
ments and Corrections, the Good and Reformation of his, -? 
People, ſo muſt it mightily.inhance the guilt of thole ſin: | 
ners that are not wrought upon by ſuch graciqus and ef>; 
fticacious Methods, iy; Fran 1 ol 


Chiefly becauſe theſe are commonly the laſt remedies, -} 
that God tries to reduce ther, he does not ordinarily. uſe. |; 
theſe till he finds ſofter Methods ineffectual, and if theſe |: 
work not with-a, People, but they are-proof againſt them *} 
alſo, what will become of them? When a Phiſician: has 4 
Cupr'and Scarified, *and uſed his jalt methods upon a; 
Patient, if. they have no Effeqs he gives him -over, -jf | 
he continues; ſtupid and inſenſible' under thoſe; ;Operati; 
oDns,-.it;is a fign/he-isnear bis end; - / el 2 greet 


Beloved,-:-God Almighty does not ſtrike or inflict ' 
Punifſhments;;. till. he finds he cannot win us by fair: ? 
meansz Punifhing is his ſtrange Work, he: afflifts not # 
willingly, nor'.grieves the Children of Men3*! he had: ' 
rather allure us-by Kindneſs; 'draw:-us with the Cords of. 
a Man, with the Bands of .Love : but when he finds that 
his gentler dealings will not reduce us, that weare made 
looſe and diſſolute by kindneſs, emboldened and ien-: 
couraged in our fins by: his forbearance,” then he uſes his: 
ſeverer Diſpenſations, then he: laſhes and ſtrikes us, -vi- 
fits. our Iniquities upon: us, : to. make us in'ſome meaſure 
feel the dreadful Conſequences of them 3 but it this will: 
not do, this his laſt method cannot affe&t or amend us, 
there remain no more for us. 

h | And 
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And when once a Nation has overcome all God's Arts 


of preſerving them, and made themſclyes ripe for De- 
ſtrution, Execution will quickly follow, 


For it 1s not witha Nation as with a particular Perſon 
a particular Perſon may have filled up the meaſure of his 
ſins, made himſelf ripe for Ruin, and yet his Puniſhment 
may be deferred, it may be not Executed all his Lite 
yea poſiibly he may enjoy the affluence of all good: things. 
_ The Scriptures frequently ſpeak of the flouriſhing condt- 
tion of particular wicked Men, and their exemption from 
thoſe Plagues and Miſeries, which: others better than 
themſelves are ſubject to, and labour under ; their ini- 
quities may have been full, and yet no preſent. Judg- 


ment awarded out againſt them : but as roKingdoms and 


Nations God's Procedure 1s quite different, when the 
fins of a Nation are ful], preſent Execution ſucceeds, 
asis plain from the Hiſtory of God's dealing, whether 
with his own People or with other Nations. 


And there 1s this Reaſon for this difference. in God's 
Procedure 3 particular Perſons are capable of Retributi- 
ons in another Life after this, there is a time coming 
when they may be called to account, and ſufficiently 
puniſhed for their ſins; though their Iniquities are not 
viſited here, though they do not ſmart under God's 
Jorgmems in this Life, but ſeem rather to inherit the 

avours of Heaven, yet as long as there is a Day ap- 
pointed; a day of deſtruttion which they are reſerved 
to, wherein their ſhort lived Impunity, it-may be Jollug 
here, ſhall be turned into an eternity of Tribulation, and 


Anguiſh, and Pain 3 this may be without any impeach- 


ment of God's Holineſs, Truth, or Juſtice. 


CG But 


(18) 


But for Nations or Kingdoms it is otherwiſe, for a Na. 
tion or Kingdom, conſidered as ſuch, 1s not capable of 
any Retributions in a Life after this; for in the Re. 
ſurection we ſhall not be conſidered as Perſons em. 
bodyed in fuch or ſuch a Community : In the Reſuretti. 
on there is no Marrying, or giving in Marriage ſays 
our Saviour : In the other World we ſhall not live jn 
thoſe Capacities we do here, all Relations that are a. 
mong us now will then ceaſe; all ſuch as Husband 
and Wife, Prince and People, King and Subje&, be 
quite ſwallowed up in that World : And therefore ſince 
the Relations and Societies of this World ſhall then be 
Difſolved , it is clear that a Nation, as a Nation, cannot 
receive: any Retributions in another Life after this. be- 
cauſe then it will ceafe tobe a Nation, and cannot there- 
fore be Rewarded or Puniſhed as ſuch ; from whence it 
bs certain thatevery Nation ſhall meet with the preſent Re- 
turns of their wickedneſs here, becaufe God will be ſure 
to ſhew himfelf as Juſt # his Dealings with Nations as 
with particular Perſons, and that he can no more paſz by 
the ſins. of one than of the other. 


From all which we may conclude, that when a People 
or Nation have relifted all God's endeayours for their Re- 
formation, the ftrivings of his Mercies, and the efforts of 
his Judgments, too; will neither hearken to the ſti}] Yoice 
of his Kindneſs, nor the louder Voice of his Rod; are not 
only made bold and fecure by hts forbearance, but 
hardned inthe fire of Aﬀicion 3 when they defie all his 
Arts for their amendment, and have no impreffions made 
upon them by his utmoſt, laſt, moſt effeftual Method'; 
the ſtate ſurely of that Nation is deſperate, and the day 
of their Ruin and utser Exciſion not far off, 


To 
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To apply then what has been faid to our ſelves: Let 
us, I beſeech you, take an impartial view of our ſelves, 
and of God's Diſpenſations towards us of this Nation 5 
let us examine whether he has not been uſing the ſame 
Methods to reclaim us that he'Exerciſed I/rae/ with, and 
what Effects they have had upon us. 


I need not go ſo far back as to the Ages of our Fore- 


- fathers, I need only refreſh your Memories, and put you 


in-mind of various Judgments that 'God has poured' out 
upon this Kingdom in your own time, even the very ſame 
that he here in the Text threatens Iſrael for their incor- 


rigibleneſs under. 


For has he not overthrown ſome of us as well as them, 
as he did Sodom and Gomorrah, conſumed not only the 
greateſt part of the Metropolis of our Land with a de- 
vouring Fire, and made it a heap of Rubbiſh and Aſhes, 
but many other of our leſſer Towns, as the frequent 
Briefs, of late years eſpecially, inform us, and ſome of 
them with Fire immediately from Heaven ? 


Has he not alſo ſent the Peſtilence among us after the 
manner of Xgypt , viſited this Land with a ſwee ing 
Plague that carried away many thouſands to their long 
Home ? | 


- Havenot our denn, Men too been ſlain with the Sword, 
have we not been engaged in Wars at Home and 
Abroad 2 and all thoſe three of his fore Judgments be- 
fallen us within the memory of moſt of us ? 


And as for the' fourth, which the Prophet mentions, 
that of cleanfieſs Teeth, though, bleſſed be his name, we 
C 2 | have 
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have not lately Iaboured under a Famine of our dayly 
Bread for the ſupport of our Natural Lives; yet, Has: he 
not been lately threatning us with a far feverer Famine, 
a Famine of the Word of God? and Man ſhall not live 
by Bread, only, but by every Word that proceedeth out 
of the Mouth of God. - Were we not apprehenfive not 
long ſince, and had. we not too good Grounds for it, 
that he was going to remove our Candleſtick, to deprive 
us of that pure Religion, and excellent way. of 'Worſhip: 
we are blc{led with, and to give_us. up to Popiſh Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry, into: the Hands of thoſe Men that 
would have taken from us the fincere Milk of the Word, 
that Food which God has afforded us for the nouriſhment 
of our Souls to Eternal Life, and would have ſtarved us 
with lying Legends inſtead thereof ? 


Were not the Emiſaries' of Rowe, the implacable Ene- 
mies of our Church and Religion, labouring with all 
their might : and induſtriouſly improving the favourable 
opportunities,they. injoyed under the laſt Reign, to deſtroy 
ours and eſtabliſh their own Religion ? and were they not 
too likely in all human appearance to haye been too ſuc- 
cesful? Had they not made a very large Progrels for ſo 
ſhort a time ? Did not their Prieſts appear every where 
barefaced in deſpight of our Laws,? Did they not com- 
mit their Abominations, celebrate their Idolatrous Services 
in the moſt publick and conſpicuous places in the King- 
dom ? Had they not built many Altars and High Places 
for that purpoſe ? Had they not fetzed ſome of our Semi- 
naries, part of our, Univerſities, to, breed up. a Succeſſion 
of diſciplined and inſtructed. perions, to carry on, and 
finiſh the Work they had begun ? Did they not openly 
ſolicit all they had opportunity or hopes of Perverting, 
ufing all Methods, offering Rewards and: Preferments to 
ſome, threatning, menacing others to make them comply 

| with 
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with them: :in-4. word, Did they not! look tpon:them- 
ſelves as ſeeare of gaining their. Point ? And” had they not 
all the;Reafon to hope, 'as we to fear, that they ſhould 
have triumphed- 'in the ruinsof this Church and Religion; 
that either ;a furious Zeal- for their Cauſe, an irreconcile- 
able Hatred to us, a Serpentine Subtilty, indefatigable 
Iaduſtry'; (the favour of the Government';-(the Laws 
as they were managed, the Army, 'almoſt all Offices Mi- 
litary and Civil in their Hands, 'and the afſured expeRa- 
tion -of:a Foreign: fiance could afford thera? And if 
we ſeem now in. ſome:meaſure to be delivered from theſe 
deſigris of : theirs; jf God ſeem now' to have. removed 
this Judgment, yet believe: me, if we anſwer not hisends 
and defigns in Threatning us with it, the preſent ſuſpenſi- 
on of it: will not-prove a total removal, but only a 
lightning before:death, a/puting back of his Arm to ſtrike 
with a greater force. + | Q 9191 | 


Nay, Is not God at this time making bare his Arm a- 
gainſt us? Are we not unavoidably ingaged in a War with 
a neighbouring and very potent Prince? and May wenot 
expect all the Hoſtilities and Injuries that his equal Hatred 
to our Nation and Religion, his - Politick Counſellors, 
the 'Wealch';of | his whole Kingdom, or his. numerous 
Forces can ſiiggdlt ty; or enable him to pur in Execyition? 


And: which'is'yet 'a more ſad confideration ? Has not 
God ſent a Spirit of FaCtion and Diviſion among us? Are 
-we not unreaſonably difunited among our ſelves, broken 
and crumbled into Seas 'and* Parties, regardleſs of the 
Common Enetny,*and only jealous of, 'and watchful a- 
gainſtone another ?.*And can a Kingdom fo divided againſt 
1t ſelf long ſtand'? | 


Fhus, my -Brerhren, has God 'been'Manuring and Cul- 
tivating'this' Land of 'ours, with various ——_— 
174 | an 
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and Corredions, to try if he- could make' it bring forth 
the Peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs: when he found 
that though favour were ſhewn to ws we would not learn 
righteouſneſs, he ſent his Judgments, His laſt reſerve, to try 
if they could teach our Inhabitants that Leſſon, 


And what effe&s have his Judgments had upon 'us? 
Have we hearkned unto the Voice of his Rod, and 
anſwered the ends of his 'CorreCtions 2 Has the Fire of ' 
Affliqion refined and purged us from; our Droſs and 
Corruption 2 Have his Severities mortified 'our Sins and 
Vices? Has the Lance let out the impoſthumated Putre- 
faction ? Has his viſiting our Iniquities upon us made us 
out of love with them, and his Terrors perſuaded us to 
forſake them? Have we been more fearful to offend 
him, more careful to pleaſe him, more awfully regardful 
of his Majeſty, more Zealous for his Honor, more dili- 
gent and conſtant in our attendance upon his Service and 
our Duty ? | 


'Tis certainly no time to diſſemble with God, and im- 
'poſe upon our ſelves, the Day calls for ſincerity and im- 
partiality in our examinations: and, if we will ſpeak the 
truth, Have we not been 'proof againſt theſe Methods 
of 'Gods too, and as we have abtſed his Mercy , and 
deſpiſed his Goodneſs, ſo defied his Judgments alſo? 


For does there not every where appear barefaced the 
ſame daring Impiety -againlt God ,. the ſame Atheiſtical 
Scoffing at Religion, the ſame Negleft and Contempt of 
his Worſhip, the ſame, Profanation of his Word by 
drolling upon it, and hghtly ufing it in common Conver- 
ſation z the ſame Protanation of his Name by herrid 
Oaths, Curſes, and Imprecations 3 the ſame Profanation 
-of his Day by converting it to Secular uſes, ſpending it 

in 
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in worldly Bufinefs, idle Paſtimes, and vicious PraQticesz: 
the ſame Profanation of his Houſe by wilfully abſtaining 
from. it, or .coldly, formally, or irreverently behaving 
our ſelves at it? Does there not appear the-ſame inju- 
ſtice and ancharitableneſs to:our Neighbours, the. fame 
Circumvention and Defraudation in Bargaining, the fame 
falſe Weights and Meaſures in Buying and Selling, the 
ſame Extortion, Oppreſſion, and Deceit in all Dealings, 
the fame. uncharitable: Cenfuring, Backbieing and Detra- 
&ion 2 Does there not appear the ſame Intemperance and: - 
Incontinence againſt our ſelves, the ſame Revelling and 
Drunkeneſs, the ſame Chambering and Wantonneſs?- In 
a word, Is there not the fame general Diſloſution of 
Manners, the ſame unreſtrained Practice of :'Wickedneſs 
of all ſorts and deprees, as there was before God made 
afe of thoſe his Judgments, which I have enumerated; 
ro Reclaim and Reform us? 


Nay, Are we not by mſenſible degrees arrived to a 
ſtrange impadence 1n-finning, not known to former Ages 2: 
Men were content. formerly to fin ſecretly, would look. 
out for the moſt private places and cloſeſt Retirements- 


'to perpetrate their Villanies in: Time was when the 


Fook could think it enough to ſay in his Heart there is no 
God, when:the Adulkeres would watch for the twihght,. 
that the darkneſs might cqver his foul Embraces, when 
choſe that were Drunk would be Drunk in the Night, that 
the Sun and Men'might not be Witneſtes 'of their worſe 
than brutal Practices: Sinners were then ſo modeſt that 

they would bluſk upon a Difeovery : | 


But now Men have wort off-all that filly baſhfulneſs; 
are. ſo far from ſeeking privacies to commit, or excuſes to- 
palſfate their Sins, that they publiſh them as Sodom; and 
glory in their ſhame, The Streets the moſt conſpicuous 


places- 
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places are conſcious'to the moſt daring war $78" 3 43 

moſt' provoking Oaths: and-Curſes, the -bealtly. In- 7 
rtemperances.and Uneleanneſles, the:moſt orying-Murders; 
nay theſe 'are 'things' which :Men value themſelves upon, 
take' a pridei1n recounting chow many; Men: they -have! 
Murdered, with the Sword, or with the Bottle, how many: 
Women'they have abuſed and ruined, how many Proſe- 
lites they have made to:Atheiſm, and} how: etieQually 
_ themſelves from all: 'fuſpitidn'of 'Vertue: and;Pro- 
ty.” rt. | $3211 426G < 0015 


And then if this be our caſe, if >God has ſmitten,us,and ' 2 
we remain 'incorrigible, - and all bis Diſcipline has. only. 7 
ſerved-'to- [advance us/ to a ;,greater -proficiency in the £ 
Devils Schiool,” if he has uſed: the ſame Methods: to. re-. 
duce us that he did! to Tſrael, and 'we. give him;the; ſame 
Reaſon that they did to complain, that yet;we: have notre-= 
turned unto him ; what can we expect but that he ſhould 
threaten us 'as he' did them in the Text; | that © 7 herefore 
thus he will do unto us; pour out upon: us-Vials of ſe- 
verer - Judgments then we :have yet felt;; even till-he 
has'made'a full end of us? qo Norm od: - 


And what ſhall we do, as the Prophet asks, in «the day 
of viſitation, and in the deſolation that fhall' come from far, 
and to whom ſhall we fly for help 2 a nB',: f 


Why, -Behold God has anſwered'the Prophetsqueſtion 
1n the latter: part of the Text, 'Prepare to meet thy God O 
Iſrae], endeavour to appeaſe him as Facob did his angry. 
Brother Eſaz by ſending a Preſent before him, and per- 


adventure he [will accept of us. - +1] 5-1 wh 34 

But-wherewithal ſhall-we come: before the Lord, and bow 
our ſelves before the high God - foal we come with burnt of 
ferings, with calves of a year old No 
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. No, That” which the, Lord thy God now: requires of 
{thee 1s to kill thy bruitiſh Luſts, and not thy Beaſts 3:to 
{Sacrifice not a Bull or a Goat, but the Violence of one, 
and Laciviouſneſs of the other ; to offer not a Lamb or 
ba Dove, but a Penitent-broken Heart, and to labour af- 
—ter the Meekneſs and Innocency of thoſe inoffenſive 
{Creaturesz. the Sacrifices of God are a troubled ſpirit, a 
Erortrite heart he will not deſpiſe 3 let us but offer that to 
him, and it will pleaſe hinz better than a Bullock, that has 
Horns and Hoofs : Let us but prepare to meet our God 
Fin a way of Penitence and Supplication, and he will, like 
{the indulgent Father in the Parable, while we are yet a far 
'off have compaſſion upon us, and run to meet us, and 
Llovingly imbrace us. 


And what Arguments ſhall I preſs upon you to ingage 
you to ſet immediately upon this great and neceſlary 
Work, to try and examine impartially every one his own 
Heart and Ways, to ſearch out what thoſe fins are which 
teach in particular hag been guilty of, for which God has 
been ſtriking, and is till ſhaking his Rod: over us; to 
humble our ſelves before him in the loweſt Proſtration, 
Eto abhor our ſelves in Duſt and Aſhes, earneſtly to im- 
Eplore his Pardon for them, fincerely to reſolve againſt 
them, and upon new and better Obedience for the time 
[to come 2? 


Shall I tell you that this is it which God 1s at this time 
calling you to? Calling you not only by me the moſt un- 
worthy of all: his Ambaſſadors, but by the louder and 
more audible Voice of his Rod, (for his Rod has a Voice 
© hear ye the Rod) and' this is the Voice of it Tarn ye, 
turn ge, for why will ye dyes _ * 
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Shall I tell you that-this is it which Authority is this 
_ day-calling you. to? 'The meaning and defign of this 
Monthly Faſt enjoyned by. their Majeſties, as I obſerved 
in the beginning, is not that you ſhould only deprive 
your Stomachs of a Meals Meat, much leſs that you ſhould 
ipare from your Tables to conſume upon your Lufts, 
leaſt of all that ſhould abſtain from your Food and Vices 
one day, that you may return to both with che greater 
Appetite the next 5 Not #hat you ſhould hang down your 
heads like bullruſhes, and ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes, as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, not that you ſhould only put on a 
dejected Countenance, and ſome outward fhews: of for- 
row, but. that you ſhould humble your ſouls for your 
fins, that You ſhould looſe the bands of wickedneſs, nndo 
the heavy burdens, and break every yoke; that you ſhould 
waſh and make clean, put away the evil of your doings from 
before- the eges of the Lord, and turn to him with full pur- 


poſe of heart, 


This defign of working a general Reformation in their 
Subje&s their Majeſties have been endeavouring to ac- 
compliſh, not only by appointing ſuch frequent days of 
Humiliation, but by Letters and Orders of Council di- 
rected tothe Subordinate Magiſtrates, and to the Clergy, 
whereby we are obliged to Read in our Churches, and 
the Magiſtrates to put in Execution our wholeſome Laws 
againſt thoſe Peſts and Troublers of our I17ael; our com- 
mon Drunkards, Swearers, and Sabbath-Breakers: And 


let me beſeech thoſe of you to whom the Execution of - 


Juſtice is commicted, by the Bowels and Mercies of God 
that you be Zealous and Impartial m Animadverting up- 
on ſuch ſcandalous Offenders, that ſo thoſe Wretches, 


whom, the future and unſeen Retributions of another 


World*can make no Impreſſions upon, may be Sm 
bon : Y 
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by the inflictions of the Penalties of the Laws from their 
bold and fearleſs Commiſſion of thoſe crying Sins, which 
are ſo reproachful to our Holy Profeſſion, fo provoking 
in the Eyes of God, and of ſuch dangerous Conſequence 
to our Church and Nation. 


Shall I co this add, what the laſt words ſuggeſt to me, 
that this is it which the ſaid deplorable Eſtate of our di- 
vided Church and Nation calls you to, whoſe Fall and 
Ruin muſt unavoidably attend your. xefufing to anſwer 
- theſe Calls: And were you but affe&ed as Holy Men 
of old have been,as Jeremy who wiſhed his head waters, and 
his eyes a fountain of tears that he might weep for the ſlain of 
the daughter of his people, or as 7ſaiah who wept bitterly, . 
and would not be comforted becauſe of the ſpoiling of the 
Daughter of his People; had you but the ſame Aﬀection 
to our. Fernſalem, did you wiſh as well to our S70r' as 
they did to theirs, you would give Ear to her pitiful 
Cry, compaſſionate her lamentable Condition, and en- 
deavour by your Repentance to raiſe her up, and prevent 
her ruin. And what ſhall I ſay more to preſs you to it, 
what Motives can I add to theſe I have now ſuggeſted ? 
If netther the Pathetical beſeeching of your Native King- 
dom and Reformed Church, in whoſe Wellfare or Miſe- 
ry every -one 'of us muſt more or leſs ſhare; ' nor the 
Pious Injunctions of your Governors, whoſe Jaſt' and 
Righteous Commands ought to be of weight with. you ; 
nor the more forcible Call of God himſelf, who will be 
fare ſeverely to revenge the Afﬀront you will offet by 
turning the Deaf Ear to him: 'Tf none of theſe can 'pre- 
vail with you, neither love to' your Selves and Country, 
reſpe& to your Sovereigns, nor fear of God work with. 
yous what Arguments can be effe&ual? If you will nei- 
ther hearken tothe loud importunate Call of God nor Man 
in a matter of ſuch vaſt importance to your ſelves, it is 
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to be feared, you will never hearken to any thing till you 
hear God ſay depart ye Curſed, 


But, My Brethren, give me leave to hope better things 
concerning you, and things that make for Peace, that you 
will at laſt hearken to, and obey theſe earneſt and af. 
fectionate Solicitations,that you will break off your fins by 
Repentance, and caſt away your traxjgreſſuns, whereby you 
have tranſereſſed, and become new creatures, that iniquity 
71ay not be our ruins that you will each and every of you 
ſet about Reforming and Amending one 3 and this day 
reſolve and. enter upon a courſe of Penitence and. New- 
neſs of Life, that ſo God may be intreated for the Land. 


But ſome one may objeC, of what great concern tothe 
Nation can my ſingle Repentance or Impenitence be ? [ 
am but one, and ſurely cannot by one or- the other much 
forward or hinder the Kingdoms either wellfare, or ruin: 
There are enow beſides to do the Work without me, I 
may enjoy my Luſts and Vices, and let others Repent for 
the Nation. 


Bur x. What if all, and every one in the Nation, ſhould 
think and do the ſame, would not the Work be well done 
then? And all have juſt the ſame Reaſon, z, e. none at 
all, For- | 


2, The finsof every fingle Perſon, and thine in parti- 
cular have added. to, and made up that Meaſure of Ini- 
quity, which has. angred God, and provoked him to 
ſhake his Rod over the Kingdom, and therefore it is but 
Reaſon and Juſtice. that fince thou haſt contributed-'to 
that Maſs and Weight which is ready to. fink the King- 
dom into ruin, thou ſhouldeſt bear thy part in taking off 
the Load. Beſides, 133.18 
3- How 
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3. How knowelt thou bur thy ſingle Repentance may 
Save, orat leaſt Reprieve the Nation? Time was when 
ten Righteous Men, if ſo many could have been found in 
S-dowr, would have preſerved that place ; and how canſt 
thou tell buc'by thy lincere Converſion. thou maiſt. make 
up thar number. for whoſe ſakes God will ſpare this Land? + 
And would it not- be matter of Melancholy Refletion to 
thee, if for want of thee ſuch a number ſhould not be 
found for which God would ſpare.it 2 But 
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:..4. Should there be enough without-thee;to do the 
Work, ſhould. God for the ſake of othersof- his Servants, 
that cry.day and night to. him, ſpare us, and turn our 
days of Humiliation into days of Thankſgiving, yet what 
right canſt thou pretend _..to any -ſhare:jn_ the Mercy? 
Thou that refuſcſt to-hearken to the Words of Gods Em- 
baſladors, bow canſt thou expett any other Fate than.that 
of the jncredulous, Lord, that, disbelieved Zl;/ha'siPro- 
phecy: A. gr; 2. Kings vii, That with.thine Eyes pol- 
ſibly thou maiſt ſee, but ſhall. not partake of the bleſhng. 
Whereas, 


Laſtly, If thy Repentance ſhould . prove unſucceſsful 
for the Kingdom, if the Sins thereof ſhould be ſo Ripe, 
their Iniquities' fo Full that God will not ſpare it, yer 
aſſuredly "thou ſhalt deliver thine own Soul, fo the Spi- 
rit jo poten thee Ezeck. xiv. 7hat when 4 land. has. 
ſtuned” ſo grievouſly againſt God that . his hand is ſtretched 
Ter i and-he will not pp the faſting tears jp Fl ens 


*% 
* % 


Noah; Dinil; a4 Job” for the deliverance of the land, 


% 


jet they ſhall" deliver thetr own fouls. * 


»” Ayay then , with ſuch. idle - put. offs, let us. nv« 
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th Ref ogy | having 


( 30) 
baving. ſuch_invitations , and ſuch. encouragements, let 
every of us ſet to our Parts, and contribute each ones 
Tears, Prayers, and Repentance to the Reverſing the 
Decree that is gone forth againſt us : ſo let us prepare to 
meet our God who is ſtill ready to own that Relation ; 
yea deſirous to Repent him oof the evi] that he thought 
ro do unto us,. and to make our Jeruſalem yet a praiſe 
upon the whole Earth. 


Where then are the Penitent Davids and Jeremy's, that 
may weep Tears for the ſins of a Nation to. waſh away 
the guilt- thereof? Where are the Meck Moſes's, the 
choſen ones of God, that may ſtand in the Gap, and turn 
away his wrath that he deſtroy us not ? Where are the 
faithful Abrahams, the Friends of God, that may intercede 
powerfully,” and ſucceſsfully tor a finful and diſabedient 
People? Yea, where are the ten Righteous for whofe 
fakes God' will ſpare' the Place? Would it -not, my 
Brethren, be a glorious thing for you and 'me to make a 
part of that number'for whoſe fakes God would -fpare 
this Nation, to be the Saviours of the Kingdom 2 Why 
tuch are all the truly Contrite and Penitent Souls in the 
Land. | 


O then let us favour the Stones of. Szox,, Jet it;pity us 
to ſee her in the Duſt, let us pray for the Peace of Jeru- 
ſalexr, and let us live and Repent for it too; .and then we 
ſhall not need to fear all the Enemies of our Sioz, for God 
will be for us, and if he befor us who can be againſt us.? 
Then let the Children of Ammon, and Moab, and Mount 
Seir, the Philiſtines, with therh that dwell at Tyre, come 
forth to Battle againſt us, they ſhall not be abte to pre- 
vail over us, for there will be many with us: Then we 
may bid defiance to all the Power and Policy of France, 
and treachery of home-bred Enemies, for our God will be 

| | our 
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our Guide and ProteCtor, our Shield and Buckler, will ſe- 
cure us from Foreign and Domeſtick Adverſaries, yea, will 
bleſs us1n making a viſible return of Mercy uponus, will 
cauſe our Nation to Flouriſh, and be the Admiration and 
Envy of its Neighbours, will continue. to us our excel- 
lently Conſtituted Government, and preſerve our Primi- 
_ tive Apoſtolical Church, that neither the deſigns of thoſe 
who would betray us into Slavery or Anarchy ſhall ſuc- 
ceed to the Subverſion of one, nor the Gates of Hell or 
Rome prevail againſt the other. Aer. 


